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A BUILDING IS A LIVING ТНІМС> 


You borrow elements of earth and sky to shap € 


Metal. 
Wood. 
Stone. 
Water. 


Light and air and wa. rx? th. 


it. 


And, if you have desig ra € d 
truly and well, your building ^7 11 
be vital and alive even а ger е 2 €7 ^ 
tion from today. The buildi? 
materials you have chosen will 
hide their age beautifully, resis £— 
ing weather and time. The he@ £— 
ing plant you have specified g #7 
still be doing its job . . . unc» £» — 
trusively, with а minimum 92 
maintenance and a record OF 
exceptional economy. 

That is, if you have specifie €f 
Oil Heat. Consider this one over 
riding fact: Oil Heat costs less. 
year after comfortable year. 


BETTER HOME HEAT COUNCIL OF N. H., INC. 


Affiliated with National Oil Fuel Institute 
New England Fuel Institute 


Upon request, we will be pleased to present figures for your perusal. 


50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Just think, now I'll be 
able to keep my room as 
warm or as cool as | like 
thanks to the individual 
thermostats all thru 

the house! 


CONVERT NOW TO TODAY' $ MODERN METHOD OF HOME HEATING — ELECTRIC 


Only electric heat is good enough for 
é the fine things in your home! By elimi- 
5 j nating bulky furnace, flues & radiators, 


PUBLIC SERVICÉ you gain more space to arrange your 


furniture to the best advantage. More- 
over, it's clean, quiet, economical and 
maintenance free! 
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"А NAME YOU CAN DEPEND ON” 
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FLAMMABLE 


SPRAGUE FUEL OIL 
IS THERE WHEN YOU WANT IT 


Sprague fuel trucks are a familiar sight in New Hampshire. Serving the Granite State with fuel 
oils is a big job especially in winter and calls for teamwork and timing. With years of 
experience in moving industrial fuel oils, Sprague has developed the muscle-power and know- 
how to deliver the right oil to the right place at the right time. A company with almost a 
hundred years of moving basic fuels, Sprague is truly a service organization, providing not only 
the fuels and raw materials, but the services connected with them storage, transshipment, 


and delivery 


Large installations with steady load requirements will probably use Sprague’s #6 Fuel Oil. 
Municipal and commercial installations with automatic controls and intermittent load require- 
ments can profitably use Sprague’s #4 Distillate Fuel Oil. Sprague will be glad to give you 
engineering help in comparing fuel costs 


Hampshire Division 


GR = PO; Day 4/5 SPRAGUE ENERGY 


)3801 Tel. (603) 436-4120 


Home Office 
High Street 


LC. H. SPRAGUE & SON CO., SINCE 1870 


Fuels and raw materials for the world’s industries 
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Whats 
ne in“ clean rooms"? 


At IBM, clean Sas heat. the choice in 28,000,000 American homes 


t - — 


WHEN CLEANLINESS IS A MUST, THERE CAN'T BE ANY DOUBT. 1000 "BITS" OF INFORMATION PER INCH—EACH BIT FAR 
Неге in the “clean room" at IBM's San Jose plant near San Fran- SMALLER THAN A GRAIN OF DUST. 


cisco, assembling data storage devices for today's high-speed Information is stored on these disks in microscopic spots. Each 
computers requires super-clean conditions. disk can hold up to a quarter of a million words. 


A LITTLE DUST IS BIG TROUBLE—NO WONDER AIR IS FILTERED 
AND EVERYONE DRESSES LIKE SURGEONS! OF SPARKLING CLEAN, MODERN BUILDINGS? 


If even the slightest dust or dirt gets on the tracks during assembly, The answer is heat piped from a central Gas system. No wonder we 
the disk is rejected. Obviously, air must be dust-free. say: For your home, there's no heat cleaner than modern Gas. 


Gas 


AMERICAN GAS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
For clean, dependable heat, 


Gas makes the big difference 


...costs less, too 


ALLIED М. H. GAS СО. CONCORD NATURAL GAS CORP. GAS SERVICE INC. MANCHESTER GAS. CQ 


Dover * Exeter * Gonic 66 North Main Street Nashua * Hudson 1260 Elm Street 
Hampton * Hampton Beach Concord, N.H. Keene * Laconia Manchester, N. H. 
Newington % Portsmouth Franklin * Tilton 


Rochester % Somersworth 
Seabrook Beach 
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1966 Architectural Design Awards 


FIRST 


MERIT AWARD: Berwick Academy Dining Hall. Koehler and Issak, Architects. 


Granite State 


Architectural 
and 
Workmanship 
Award Juries 


Members of the Architectural 
Awards Jury included Chairman 
John Herron; John W. McConnell, 
President of the University of New 
Hampshire; Richard Brayton; Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Wilfred Paradis; and 
Thomas E. Hardenbergh, III. Proj 
ects for judging were submitted 
from the offices of E. H. and M. K. 
Hunter, W. Brooke Fleck, Frank 
Kennett, Jr., Koehler and Issak, Car- 
ter and Woodruff, and Arnold Perre- 
ton. 

Members of the Workmanship 
Award Jury included Chairman Roy 
Banwell, Russell Harmon, Frank 
Kennett, Jr, Edward Lewis апа 
Douglass Prescott. 


1966 Workmanship Awards 


X 1% 


FIRST AWARD, CO-WINNER: Mather House. Contractors: Arnold 
Williams and George L. Morrill. Office of Frank Kennett, Jr., Architect. 


FIRST AWARD, CO-WINNER: Sunset Heights School Addition. Con- 
tractor: Donald Snyder and Son, Inc. (Photo: Award presented at annual 
meeting to Mr. Snyder by past Chapter President John A. Carter.) 


November-December, 1966 


"W ho Designs Cities?" 


An Address By Mayor Richard Lee 


«үу EBUILDING а city is many 

Rina It is the art of dealing 
with people. It is the art of politics. 
It is sometimes the art of compro- 
mise, but it is fundamentally the art 
of getting things done.” 

That is essentially the viewpoint 
offered to the meeting of 
the New Hampshire Chapter, the 
American Institute of Architects, by 
Mayor Richard C. Lee of New 
Haven, Connecticut. 

He presented a different answer to 
the question “Who Designs Cities?”, 
because he spoke not with the back- 
ground of an architect, builder, pro- 
fessional planner or urban renewal 
expert but from the somewhat pre- 
carious platform of politics. He spoke 
nonetheless with authority for as a 
long-time city councilman and now 
mayor, he has been actively involved 
with all of the problems and suc- 
cesses which are creating a revived 
and economically stable city core, 
all without sacrificing quality build- 
ing design. 

In addressing the meeting, held 
at the State Historical Society Build- 
ing in Concord, Mayor Lee said, 

“It is my conviction that when we 
talk about the problems of America, 
we are talking about the problems 
of cities. In a little more than ten 
years, four out of every five people 
will live in urban America. Even to- 
day, ninety percent of the 17,000,000 
people of California live in urban 
areas. 


annual 


“I believe a city can be as great, 
as glorious, magnificent as it 
wishes. A city can be as great as 
the dreams of its thinkers, as fine 
as the ambitions of its citizens, and 
as beautiful as its leaders desire. 

“The word “design” means many 
different things. To a politician it 
can mean the path or means to a 
particular end, to the architect the 
arrangement of elements that make 
up a building, to the planner de- 
liberate, step-by-step projection of 
the future, and to the businessman 


as 


18. 


Mayor Richard Lee, New Haven, Connecticut. 


it can mean an underlying scheme 
which he does not care to under- 
stand but which he molds to his 
own ends. 

“All of these disciplines must com- 
bine to build a city; and, therefore, 
each must know and understand the 
principles and rules which guide the 
other. 

“Perhaps the clearest statement of 
the rules of building has come not 
from a politician, nor from a planner 
or an architect, but from Yale’s late 
President, A. Whitney Griswold: 

‘There are, I think, two simple 
rules which Yale should strive to 
follow in its architectural policy. 

Both the fact that the 

periodic construction of new build- 

ings has always been and always 
will be a necessity that can be 
neglected only at the cost of retro- 


rest on 


The newly elected officers of 
the Chapter for 1966-67 are Alex 
Majeski, President; Guy K. С. 
Wilson, Vice-President; Richard 


Dudley, Secretary; Donald Den- 
nis, Treasurer, and John Carter, 
Director. 


gression and ultimate decline. The 
first rule is that each new building 
should be truly functional . . . it 
should do what it is supposed to 
do with the utmost efficiency in 
terms of its stated purpose. The 


second rule is that each should 

come as close to the ideals for 

a building of its kind as the archi- 

tectural genius of its era is capable 

of bringing it.' 

"But beyond rules and even 
Whitney Griswold's definition went 
beyond rules — the designing, plan- 
ning and building of a city is the 
creation of a form of art to inspire 
all men.” 

Mayor Lee continued, "When 
we build or rebuild cities we have 
in mind a design. It can be the 
least-cost design of business, or 
the functional design of the traffic 
engineer, or the visionary grand de- 
sign of an artist. These several de- 
signs can clash or go undirected and 
result in chaos, confusion and ugli 
ness. Or they сап be directed 
harmonized and shaped to creat 
an exciting, vital and beautiful er 
vironment. 

“The role of a Mayor in Americ 
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today, as I view it, is, among many 
other things, to be inspirational; to 
meld the views of many, to bring 
together the esthete and the worker, 
the politician and the educator, the 
institution and the industry, the 
neighborhood and the central city. 

“And while these programs are 
underway, the Mayor must also face 
the wrath, the doubting, and the 
criticism of those to whom every two, 
or four, years he turns for support 
and for renewal of his responsibility. 

“We have acted on our convictions 
for thirteen years in New Haven. We 
have not always been successful, but, 
on balance, we have produced re- 
sults beyond our fondest dreams. We 
began with a broad view of the City, 
planning not in physical terms alone, 
but, as well, in terms of economics, 
housing, visual design, development 
of our human resources and a dozen 
other factors which mold and shape 
the life of a modern city. 

"In the beginning, the economics 
of urban renewal were new and un- 
tried. Its political support was at 
best an unknown, for we were tam- 
pering with people's lives and habit 
patterns on a scale never before at- 
tempted in a democracy. But our 
first project — Oak Street, once one 
of New England's worst slum areas, 
— proved that redevelopment was 
economically feasible, that it need 
not be political suicide and it proved 
that urban renewal was indeed a 
potent and effective tool for achiev- 
ing many of the City's comprehen- 
sive planning objectives. 

"Since Oak Street, the story of 
New Haven has been a story of 
evolution — step by painful step. 
Zach new project was made possible 
only by the cumulative, demon- 
strated success of everything that 
had come before. The plans of the 
City were then, and are now, re- 
viewed by all interested individuals 
and groups — both city-wide and 
neighborhood. For it is our convic- 
tion that not only does the City 
have a design but these people also 
have a design which must be in- 
corporated in our plans. 

"Our total view of the City indi- 
cated that the next most urgent prob- 
lem, after eliminating the Oak Street 
slum, was to re-establish the eco- 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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Меш Chapter President Alexander Majeski presents ARCHITECT Executive Editor Justine 
Flint Georges with award for Editorial Excellence given to the magazine by the AIA 


Component Editors Conference. 


Need Apparent to Re-establish 
U.N.H. School of Architecture 


CCORDING to a recent Chapter 
survey, there is sufficent need to 


consider the re-establishment of a 
school of architecture at the Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire. This 


opinion was presented to the annual 
meeting by past Chapter President 
John А. Carter. He said that fifty 
questionnaires have been returned 
from offices in the three northern 
New England states, and of these, 
thirty expressed a current need for 
personnel, fourteen indicated a need 
for more help in the near future and 
approximately seventy positions were 
reported open. 

This would indicate, he reasoned, 
that there is a considerable void in 
this region for architects but the 
same trend is common throughout 
the nation. 

Mr. Carter explained further, 
“There is one overpowering reason 
beyond this. The population is in- 
creasing at an accelerating rate. In 
the next thirty years we will produce 
again all the building we have taken 
more than 300 to do. While this is 
neither a new nor original statement, 
its implications have not yet dawned 
on us. We are already attacking 
some of our city problems. They 
are acute; but, an ‘urban renewal’ 
project conceived as a thing unto 
itself or even related to the city as 


it is now is a short-sighted folly. 
How will the project and the city 
work and be as a place to live when 
it is twice as big in the forseeable 
future? 

“The city planners,” he continued, 
“while essential, cannot resolve these 
problems alone. Certainly the archi- 
tects cannot either.” The president of 
The American Institute of Architects, 
Charles M. Nes, Jr., puts the case 
this way: “But as ignorant and 
unprepared as we may be to deal 
with the complex design problems 
of this age, we are still the only pro- 
fession that is trained in the three- 
dimensional planning of the urban 
environment.” Planners and archi- 
tects together can provide the pro- 
fessional basis of sound, long range 
improvements. 

Mr. Carter concluded, “The ob- 
stacles in the path of re-establish- 
ment of an architecture school are 
large; many worthy reasons can be 
found for not doing it. We are 
talking about the place we will be 
living in, the place our families will 
grow up in. These problems will not 
go away and, without attention, will 
become larger and more acute. We 
dare not delay any longer. We must 
begin to train the people who can 
help solve our acute environmental 
problems.” 


9 


The New Hampshire Chapter 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 


Hereby expresses its esteem 


and gratitude to 


ERIC T. HUDDLESTON, F.A.I.A. 


In appreciation of his leadership 


and service to the architectural 


rofession for over half a centu 
P 2 Eric T. Huddleston, FAIA, receives award 
from past Chapter President John A. 
Carter for service to the New Hampshire 


Joun A. CARTER Chapter, AIA. 


PRESIDENT NOVEMBER 18, 1966 


RIC T. Huddleston, F.A.LA., 


college instructor of many New 
Hampshire architects, was honored 
for his services to the Chapter at the 
annual meeting. 

Mr. Huddleston was the Chapter’s 
first president in 1948 but his serv- 
ices to the profession go back much 
further, to 1915 when he joined the 
University of New Hampshire as 
Supervising Architect and professor 


ы 


of Architecture. The curriculum was 
terminated in the days of World 
War II, but in the years before that, 
half of the state’s architects got their 
training from “Hud.” 

The annual meeting began as an 
evening of reminiscing for the 
teacher and his former students and 
reached a climax with an award 
presentation from John Carter, out- 


going President of the Chapter. John 
W. McConnell, President of the 
University of New Hampshire, spoke 
on Huddleston’s contributions to that 
school and Nicholas Issak, a former 
student, paid tribute to Huddleston's 
outstanding record as a teacher and 
of his service to the Chapter. (A 
feature article Mr. Huddleston 
begins on page 24). 


on 


Nicholas Issak speaks about his college professor Eric T. Huddleston. Seated left to right are John Carter; 


Robert Whittaker, representing Gov. John King: 
Award Jury; and Mr. and Mrs. Huddleston. 
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John Herron, Chairman of the Architectural Design 
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Lee Speech (From Page 9) 
nomic strength and vitality of the 
center city. Through urban renewal 
a complex of new commercial build- 
ings has made a bridge, both liter- 
ally and figuratively, from the new 
Downtown Expressway to the Green 
from the new to the old. 

"Of have 
of the aesthetic design of the new 
downtown. It has been said our de- 
partment stores are too commercial. 
What else can a department store 
be but commercial? Is there not a 
commercial design that responds to 
merchandizing, new shopping habits 
and a myriad of other business rules? 

"But, he explained "the point 
about any downtown is that the 
structures are commercial first, and 
all second. Their 
success not their artistic merit 
ís the key to the success of New 
Haven's entire re-construction. It is 
a fact of urban life that decisions 
on planning, or architecture, on eco- 
nomic development cannot be di- 
vorced from politics. 

"As.a Mayor I can tell you that 
every building which is demolished, 
every school which is built, every tax 
dollar which is spent, every business 
which is relocated, has its political 
consequence — positive or negative. 
The politician, the planner or the 
architect who forgets, or ignores, 
that fact does so at his peril. 

"Even progress must be justified, 
for progress means dislocation and 
change to many families and busi- 
ness. An action that may seem 
absolutely necessary to some, may 
also to others mean the 
long tradition, a business clientele 
or a favorite neighborhood. 

"It is precisely the commercial 
success of our new downtown that 
has made the whole city — skeptics 
and old faithful alike — a community 
of believers. It has provided the 
economics and political impetus for 
the city to pursue all its other plan- 
ning objectives on a broader scale 
and with greater daring, vigor and 
confidence. 

New Haven has mounted a mas- 
sive attack on the old, residential 
neighborhoods and now 
renewal projects underway, which 
include nearly one third of the city 
and half of its population. But, the 


course, we our critics 


else commercial 


loss of a 


has seven 
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mayor said, in tearing down the old, 
the city has recognized the respon- 
sibilities to repair and rebuild “a 
spirit of neighborhood interest, opti- 
mism confidence." Only that 
which is beyond repair is razed and 


and 


new facilities are provided to meet 
all community 
markets to libraries. Existing hous- 
ing is rehabilitated where ever pos- 
sible not only by the city but with 
private funds, as evidenced by the 
nearly 9,000 living units which have 
private property 


needs from super- 


been restored by 
owners. 


EXPERIENCED 


Y 


FABRIC 
HUSSE 


RAILROAD AVENUE, 


Jronworkers 


“Controls over design in New 
Haven come second to human prob- 
lems. The public acceptance and 
implementation of design controls 
depends on broad-based concern. 
First we had to attack the slums, 
and the misery and despair slums 
produce. 

“One look at our cities is enough 
to convince anyone that concern 
for design has been lacking. When 
assistance to build was finally of- 
fered to cities by Congress in the 
Act of 1949 — the goal 


(Continued on Page 32) 
STRUCTURAL 


ATORS 


MFG. CO., NC. 


A. C. 207-676 - 2171 


Housing 


N.BERWICK, MAINE 


since 1835 
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Rockingham County 
Administration and Justice Building 
Exeter, New Hampshire 


Architect — Maurice Witmer 


General Contractor — LaRell Construction Co. 


Front of the building. Ceramic-tiled foyer (opposite page) is а well-illuminated, pleasant spot to relax. 


OR decades the counties of New 

Hampshire have been conducting 
their official administrative and judi- 
cial business in a wide assortment of 
buildings, many of which are in 
need of urgent repair, lack necessary 
space for the records, offices, and, 
in the courtrooms, have generally 
poor lighting and acoustics. 

These conditions all existed іп 
Rockingham County, which was also 
plagued with having two separate 
court houses, one in Portsmouth, 
another in Exeter, plus а third 
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building, for records, in the latter 
community. Adding to these prob- 
lems was the rapid growth of the 
county, second only to Los Angeles 
in the United States. This meant 
increased pressures on the already 
cramped records offices and over- 
loaded courts. 

To meet these demands, Rocking- 
ham did what no other New Hamp- 
shire county has done in years: con- 
struct a new building to house all 
associated departments. 

Since this was, for New Hamp- 


shire, a new type of building, many 
conferences were required by Archi- 
tect Maurice Witmer with all county 
officials to ascertain space require- 
ments and develop special design 
details. The County Commissioners 
suggested а T-shaped building 
which Architect Witmer developed 
into a three-story structure with 
space for current needs and future 
expansion. 

Because of its function as the 
center of county governmental serv- 
ices, the building required many 


13 


design characteristics іп keeping 
with its purpose. Elements of judi- 
cial dignity are present throughout, 
particularly on the brick-faced ex- 
terior with the structural concrete, 
contemporary classical facade at the 
main The attitude is 
further expressed with the building's 
rural setting, back from the road 
and behind a wide expanse of lawn. 

The ceramic-tiled foyer, well illu- 
minated with lighting 
through suspended ceiling panels, is 
pleasant and relaxing. Adding to its 
appearance are the terrazzo floor, is- 
land planter and comfortable chairs. 
Although a person may enter with 
heavy thoughts, the foyer should 
provide a restful influence. 

Behind the planter, which stands 
near the rear of the foyer, is the 
entrance to the Probate courtroom, 
another area where one is conscious 
of the for which it 


entrance. 


fluorescent 


business was 


designed. Pre-finished flexwood wall 
panels and birch benches for the 
Judge and his clerk are comple- 
mented with wall-to-wall carpeting. 
The acoustically designed ceiling is 
lowest in the rear and rises step- 


like in levels towards the front of 
the 

On the second floor, approximately 
over the Probate, are two Superior 
courtrooms. Before the con- 
struction, court was held either in 
Portsmouth or 


room. 


new 


Exeter and, because 


First Floor Plan 


Foyer planter has transparent map of the county. Door behind planter opens to the 


Probate Court. 


the Clerk of Court must attend the 
sessions, only one building was used 
at a time. Now, with the rooms 
side-by-side, the Clerk can serve 
both efficiently. 

These courtrooms finished 
similar to that of the Probate with 
flexwood siding and acoustical 


are 


COMMISSIONERS 
conr 


panels on three walls. The front of 
the room behind the judicial bench 
has flexwood panels of alternating 
light and dark shades. These panels 
form vertical steps which diminish 
to the side walls. The alternations 
also correspond to the levels of the 
acoustically designed ceiling which 


зиске 


SECRETARY 
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Probate Courtroom. 


is lowest at the sides of the room 
and rises to the center. Again, wall- 
to-wall carpeting and leather fur- 
nishings add to the impressive sur- 
roundings. 

The basic overall floor plan is one 
of special purpose rooms in the main, 
or central, portion of the building 


ncalsren 
оғ 


003 ! 


MACHINE Жасы JAM SUPPLIES 


Ground Floor Plan 
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and office wings at either sides. On 
the ground floor, this central space 
is for the vaults and offices of the 
Registers of Deeds and Probate. 
The east wing contains the mechan- 
ical plant with steam conversion 
heaters and air conditioning equip- 
ment for the courtrooms. To the 


PROBATE VAULT 


STAIN MALL 


ateisten OF PROBATE 


right of the Probate in the west 
wing is the lower half of the Sheriffs 
department which includes day cells 
for prisoners and a garage for de- 
partment vehicles. Also on this floor, 
near the front of the building, is a 
cafeteria serving the forty to fifty 
full-time employees and the many 
people present during court sessions. 

In addition to the foyer and Pro- 
bate courtroom, the main portion of 
the first floor houses the offices of 
the County Commissioners, Probate 
Judge, New Hampshire Probation 
Department, and conference rooms. 
The east wing is occupied by the 
County Extension Service, with the 
County Sheriff and his staff in the 
west wing. 

The second floor is reserved ex- 
clusively for use by the Superior 
Court and associated officials. The 
bulk of the space is for the court- 
rooms, which are surrounded by a 
hallway off which are chambers for 
the Judges and stenographers. Ap- 
proximately over the foyer are sev- 
eral lawyer-client conference rooms, 
an attorneys’ smoking lounge, and 
a proposed law library now doubling 
as a hearing room. The east wing 
has offices and the records vault for 
the Clerk of Court, while jury and 
deliberation rooms fill the west wing. 

The building has four stairways, 
two for the public, one for judges 
and another used mainly for bring- 


15 


Superior Courtroom. 


Clerk of Court's office 


Tu 


citt or 

count CLERK or COURT 
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GENERAL OFFICE LS 
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ям women 
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Second Floor Plan 
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ing prisoners from the ground floor 
to courtrooms on the third. Between 
the public stairways and the out- 
side walls is an air space which the 
architect has provided with exterior 
windows and interior Kalwall panels, 
adding another decorative touch 
plus better lighting. There is also 
an elevator for judges and one for 
the public. 

Standard structural and building 
materials were used: concrete slab 
foundations, concrete walls for the 
ground floor and masonry оп the 
upper two, and vinyl floor tile with 
suspended acoustical tile for ceilings. 

Steel stud partitions were also in- 
corporated as part of the fire-proof 
construction. The roof is built-up 
tar and gravel. 

Тһе cost of the $845,000 structure, 
using approximate figures, was six- 
teen dollars per square foot based 
on fifty thousand square feet. 

The Rockingham County Admin- 
istrative and Justice building is the 
first New Hampshire example of 
what other counties are planning, 
or should consider; the Victorian 
structures now in use are simply not 
adequate to service the needs of the 
burgeoning populations of the pres- 
ent and near future. 


(Top) offices of the County Extension Service. (cen- 
ter) Cafeteria serves building's forty-five full-time 
employees. (below) Registry of Probate office and 
vault. Registry of Deeds layout is similar. 
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Concord, New Hampshire 


Architect — Arnold Perreton & Associates 


General Contractor — Harper Construction, Inc. 


An artist's rendering shows the sculptured aluminum figures which will be mounted on the north elevation of the YMCA building 
in the near future. The figures are to represent the diversified activities in the building. They will stand against the wavy, blue 


glazed-brick panel which represents the pool. 
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ONCORD'S old YMCA build- 

ing was crowded on a small 
lot in the center of the City’s busi- 
ness and government district. When 
YMCA officials, following current 
building trends, searched about for 
a less central relocation site to mod- 
ernize and expand their facilities, 
they discovered not only that spa- 
cious lots are hard to find, but that, 
even if they could have found one, 
it would not have been as suitable 
as the location they already had. 
The YMCA, after all, serves city 
children and local businessmen; it 
must be central. When it got the 
opportunity, the YMCA bought the 
small adjoining lot and decided to 
rebuild and expand there. After con- 
sulting the architect, the YMCA 
further decided that, rather than 
raze it, they would renovate the old 
building, since doing so would re- 
sult in substantial savings of con- 
struction costs. 

Architect Arnold Perreton's prob- 
lems were many. In a very limited 
area, he had to provide such new 
services as a pool, an archery range, 
a squash court, and a health center, 
and at the same time to expand and 
improve the existing facilities. The 
YMCA needed a new gymnasium; it 
needed more residence apartments 
and more and larger shower and 
locker rooms. In accordance with 
YMCA regulations for new struc- 
tures, the various groups — compris- 
ing men, women, boys, and health 
club members — each needed sepa- 
rate showers and locker rooms and 
separate means of access to the pool 
and gymnasium. Besides all this, 
Perreton had to make the addition 
harmonize with the older building 
and to make the entire structure 
compatible with its surroundings. 

To unify the appearance of new 
and old, the architect used water 
struck brick as his primary material, 
which matched well with the brick 
of the original building once it had 
been cleaned. He removed the old 
wooden cornice and replaced it with 
aluminum fascia. He formed two 
new street entrances, one into the 
older part of the building, and made 
them homogeneous by carrying vert- 
ical strips of patterned glass up to 
the roof. The coherence of new and 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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A before-and-after view of the original building reveals the number of exterior changes. 
The architect removed the porticos and created new entrances. He removed the window 
pediments, but left the piers, and made all windows across the first floor uniform. 
Achieving uniformity involved cutting windows into what was the old gymnasium (far 
left of either photograph). He also removed the wooden cornice and replaced it with 
aluminum to match the fascia on the new addition 


Basement Plan 


BASEMENT FLOOR 


4 


Swimming Complexes 


ДА Instructor's Office 


4B Storage 
4C Tank 
4D Balcony 
4E Pool 


Health Center 
5A Lounge 


First Floor Plan 


20 


5B 
5C 
5D 
5Е 
5F 
5G 
5H 


Locker Room 


Exercise Room 
Hot Room 

Sun Room 
Massage Room 
Drying Room 


Shower Room 


Boys’ Locker Complex 


6A 


Drying Room 


6E Stairway 
7 Youth Lobby 
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Basketball is a favorite sport, but the YMCA's gymnasium can be used for most in- 


door games. The white portions of the wall at the end of the gym 


handball backstops. The gym can also accommodate 
the pool, the balcony is provided for spectators. 
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four 


badminton courts 


As 


are cement plaster 


with 


In the meditation room, Christ’s strength 
is emphasized by the simplicity of the ar- 
rangement and the rugged textures of the 
corlon vinyl wall and the block of un- 
finished wood. The triangle shadowed be- 
low the portrait of Christ is the symbol 
of the YMCA. The scrollwork on the out- 
side wall, symbolizing the spiral of life, 
is formed by pressing rolled wood strips 
between two sheets of plastic. 


Ft чадна 


—— 


(Continued from Page 19) 

old gives the YMCA a perfect conso- 
nance with its environment. It is no 
longer an old building; neither does 
it appear ultra-modern in its com- 
pany of conservative public build- 
ings, offices, and churches. The 
aluminum fascia, the angular for- 
mations of blue, glazed-brick panel 
on the north elevation, and the pat- 
terns of open concrete block along 
the east and west sides all mark the 
building as new and distinctive. The 
architectural lines in keeping with 
the older part and the use of brick 
throughout as the basic building 
material keep the YMCA within a 
tradition. 


Inside, the problem of using space 
In the background, at the top of the stairs, the new part of the building begins. effectively was increased because, 
Renovation of the old building included changing the decor. The walls апа columns REE m ithe ala СОЯ ine 
are a natural cherry prefinished plywood. The central desk (in the photograph, par- generally, in the old building, space 
tially obscured by the trophy case) controls access to the men’s, women’s, and health had been used poorly. Rooms on the 
club’s locker and shower rooms and manages the main lobby complex. second floor, for instance, were so 


large they could function only as 
clubrooms. Direct expansion of 
existing facilities was also impos- 
sible. The old gymnasium, along the 
southwest side, could not be en- 
larged because it already nudged 
the border of YMCA property. Be- 
sides, its location could not accom- 
modate the traffic circulation stand- 
ards required by the “Y.” Altogether, 
considerable changes were needed. 
The major changes were the 
building of а pool and a new gym- 
nasium. Along with the shower and 
locker complexes, these constitute 
the addition to the building. The 75’ 
x25' pool is in a large room which, 
in relation to the rest of the build- 
ing, is the basement and first floor. 


The main lobby on the first floor is in the 
older part of the building. The open door- 
way leads into the general secretary 
office. The area at the right is the reading 
room. By providing both incandescent and 
fluorescent lighting the architect improves 
its quality. Half-recessed fixtures and. glass 
walls also help to diffuse the light. 


Filtration Plant 
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Meeting strict YMCA requirements, 
the poo! and the floor around the 
pool are entirely of ceramic tile. For 
spectators, who are not allowed on 
the pool platform, a balcony runs 
along the inside wall at the first 
floor level from which doors lead 
to the main lobby. While men and 
women have their shower and lock- 
er areas on the first floor (just behind 
the balcony) and boys and health 
club members have theirs on the 
basement level, all have separate 
access directly to the pool platform 
on the basement floor. АП showers 
and drying areas in the YMCA are 
also of ceramic tile. Walls through- 
out the rest of the addition are 
painted concrete block. Except for 
the wood in the gymnasium, the 
floors are vinyl asbestos, quarry tile, 
and painted concrete. 
Тһе addition also has a sub- 
(Continued on Page 37) 


Тһе new addition to the YMCA is constructed almost entirely of reinforced concrete 
with brick veneer. The small projection at the main entrance accommodates the 
division of groups and activities. Just within, the boys turn left and go downstairs to 
their locker and shower rooms; the several adult groups continue up to the first floor 
level. Each group has its own director. The lighting from the patterns of open concrete 
block is more effective inside the building. 


The pool, entirely of ceramic tile, occupies the lower put of the addition, above the pool is the gymnasium. The ceiling is perforated 


asbestos board hung from stainless steel wires. The 


»alcony, for public use only, is in front of the men's and women's locker and 


shower areas and is accessible from the main lobby. To satisfy Y MCA requirements the architect provided separate entrances on 
the lower level for each group using the pool. The patterned glass block windows at both the east and west ends of the pool bring 
morning and afternoon light rays into the pool area. 
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Eric Т. Huddleston, F. A. I. A. 


by Christopher D. Mac Leod 
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F there is one man every New 

Hampshire architect knows, it 
must be Eric Huddleston. Perhaps 
no one architect has contributed 
more to the growth of the state or 
to the numbers of its architects than 
he. But if Huddleston has helped 
New Hampshire, New Hampshire 
has also been good to him. It was, 
nevertheless, a strange way to form 
a friendship. 

A graduate of Cornell’s School of 
Architecture in 1910, Huddleston 
was serving his apprenticeship at the 
firm of Schenk and Williams in Day- 
ton, Ohio. The year was 1914. In 
New Hampshire, University Presi- 
dent Fairchild was envisioning a 
growing state university in the little 
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town of Durham and was searching 
for an architect with a similar vi- 
sion. After inquiring with the dean 
at Cornell, Fairchild went to Dayton 
to talk with the young man whom 
the dean had recommended. Fair- 
child proposed a $1000 per year in- 
structorship to Huddleston, but the 
young architect did not need much 
time to reject this offer. Actually, 
Huddleston wanted to stay in Day- 
ton. Schenk was building a brand 
new office building for the firm, and 
he had promised “Hud” the position 
of residential architect, besides, the 
recently married Huddlestons were 
expecting a new baby to support. 
Huddleston countered, asking for 
$2000 a year, a professorship, and a 


department to go with the position. 
As he had expected, Fairchild de- 
murred. After all, only the Univer- 
sity deans made as much as that. 
Fairchild left unhappily, but said he 
would consider Huddleston's offer. 
To Huddleston’s chagrin, Fairchild 
returned a few months later and ac- 
cepted the architect's terms. Not one 
to back out of a promise, Huddles- 
ton packed his family's belongings 
and came to the "hick" college no 
one west of Keene had ever heard 
of. 

Somehow, it seemed to be his des 
tiny. Once, while home in Indian: 
on vacation after his junior year a 
Cornell, his mother had introduce 
him to one of her friends, a "char 
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The architect's first building on the young campus was Commons, the University’s din- 


ing hall, which he designed in 1917. Many students today prefer eating here 
of the newer dining hall on the other side of the campus. 


(Below) The first floor plan. 


acter reader," so called. The elderly 
lady took him into her darkened 
stair hall, sat him down, and held his 
hand in perfect silence. A few 
minutes later, she looked up and 
pronounced, “you will be a teacher.” 
The farthest thing from his plans, 
the young Huddleston looked a- 
skance at her. That had occurred a 
short five years earlier. 

But starting at the ground floor 
with a university did promise excite- 
ment. At that time DeMeritt Hall 
had just been built and Fairchild 
Hall was in the planning stage. Here 
was Huddleston, in his twenties, no 
buildings to his credit, brought to 
"head" a one-man department as the 
youngest professor in the Univer- 


lounge. 


sitys history. Fairchild, however, 
was right: the University was grow- 
ing. In 1917, Huddleston started 


work on his first building, a dining 
hall to be known as the Commons 
Building. There was opposition to 
the extravagance of a large dining 
hall to take care of the few students 
then at the University, for it was a 
war year and the legislature had 
just appropriated a considerable 
sum of money for the now com- 
pleted Fairchild Hall. President 
Fairchild, meanwhile, had recently 
died, and the University was tem- 
porarily without a president, so Hud- 
dleston took it upon himself to peti- 
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instead 
A favorite spot is the 


tion Governor Keyes. Keyes, who 
also had faith in Fairchild's vision, 
promised that the University would 
receive the money. They received 
$80,000 of a requested $100,000. 
Even though he had the money in 
his pocket, the war again threatened 
to interfere with Huddleston's first 
building endeavor. Steel was then 
being used for ship plate, and it was 
extremely hard to come by. Hud- 
dleston had received a priority order 
from Governor Keyes, but when he 
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showed it to the Bethlehem Steel 
chief, the official merely sniffed, 
reached into his desk and brought 
out a fistful of similar priorities. As 
Huddleston conversed with the man, 
however, he soon discovered that 
they were brother graduates of 
Cornell. Blood proved thicker than 
water, and Huddleston got his steel. 

In these early years, Huddleston 
was kept busy. Besides teaching his 
architectural curriculum, from which 
have come at least 50% of New 
Hampshire's architects, he devel- 
oped, as supervising architect, а 
master plan for the University's de- 
velopment. 

In 1918 colleges throughout the 
country were asked to organize pro- 
grams for training draftees as car- 
penters, concrete workers, truck 
drivers, auto mechanics, signal corps 
technicians, and electricians. In or- 
der to house and feed these men ad- 
ditional facilities were needed such 
as the Barracks, which still exist as 
East Hall and West Hall, and a 
temporary Dining Hall and Kitchen 
that were attached to the gymna- 
sium, now remodeled and enlarged 
and known as New Hampshire Hall. 
Huddleston built not only these 
needed structures but laid out and 
designed several other permanent 
projects suited to the training pro- 
gram including a garage, poultry 
house, addition to Smith Hall, ad- 
ditions to Hewitt Hall, concrete walk 
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Murkland (1928) and (Below) James (1929) Halls, two matching classroom buildings, 
were part of Huddleston’s master plan for university development. Their only dif- 
ference in appearance today is that the stone steps are a little worn from almost 40 


years of student traffic. 


approaches to Thompson Hall with 
circular base and seats at flag pole, 
as well as other concrete walks lead- 
ing to the buildings on campus at 
that time. It may be of interest that 
the additions to Smith Hall and 
Hewitt Hall were so designed that 
they could be brick veneered by the 
University following the war and 
thus harmonize with the other cam- 
pus buildings. 

While still toying with his ambi- 
tious master plan for the University’s 
physical development, Huddleston 
took his plans for comment to Ever- 
ett Meeks. After studying the plans, 
Meeks turned to Huddleston and 
asked, “What in the devil are you 
doing teaching?” A number of years 
later, Huddleston again went to 
Meeks — this time for his comments 
about Huddleston’s proposed new 
architectural curriculum. Meeks was 
by this time teaching at Yale. “What 
in the devil are you doing teaching? 
Why aren't you out in the field,” 
Huddelston queried the amazed 
Meeks. Meeks immediately recog- 
nized his former petitioner and 
laughed. 


The master plan, although it has 
been expanded and modified, has 
never been completely abandoned, 
and for a while, it was followed as- 
siduously. One of  Huddleston's 
plans was to have a quadrangle of 
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University classroom buildings next 
to Thompson Hall, the administra- 
tive center. As part of his plan, he 
built Murkland and James Halls, two 
matching structures. Then, to com- 
plete the quadrangle, he proposed 
similar buildings on what is now an 
expansive lawn in front of Murkland 
and James. So convinced were Uni- 
versity officials that this would soon 
be accomplished that they con- 
structed sidewalks to accommodate 
the proposed buildings. This part of 
the plan abandoned, students today 
sometimes ignore the rather circui- 


tous sidewalks and cut across the 
grass. 

Through the Huddleston 
built twenty-eight University build- 
ings — over half of the dormitories 
and one-third of the classroom cen- 
ters, not to include such athletic 
facilities as the Lewis Field House 
and such other structures as the fire 
station, the service building, De- 
Meritt House, (as distinguished from 
DeMerritt Hall) and Hood House. 

Huddleston considered his design 
for this last building, the Charles B. 
Hood House Infirmary, one of the 
more interesting of his University 
structures. It was, for one thing, the 
only one paid for by private funds 
(at $135,000), and thus he had more 
freedom. Huddleston always tried 
for a home-like atmosphere in each 
of his institutional buildings, and for 
an infirmary the task can be difficult. 
Completed in 1932, the modified 
Georgian, with brick walls, stone 
and wood trim, and asbestos slate 
roof, incorporated into its structure 
all the attributes of a home: "quiet 
and restful in all its appointments, 
and free from that atmosphere of 
institutionalism we associate with a 
hospital? Huddleston wrote on the 
occasion of its dedication. 

If Hood House was an interesting 
structure, Commons will always be 
Huddleston's favorite building, for 
it was closely associated with ex- 
President Fairchild. Rededicated in 
1963 as Huddleston Hall in honor of 
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its architect, the dining hall is ар- 
propriately, Huddleston thinks, lo- 
cated next to Fairchild Hall. Hud- 
dleston recalls that because of the 
$20,000 cut in his $100,000 request 
(for a building which would now 
cost well over $300,000 to build), 
one wing had to be left off until 
appropriations could be secured the 
following year. Recently a new din- 
ing hall has been built to share with 
Huddleston Hall the increasing яў 
number of students. But many of the A i 
students who have a choice prefer S$ — 
the subdued lounge atmosphere of 
the older hall. 
Huddleston served as supervising 
architect — responsible for all build- 
ing and remodeling — from 1918, 
when his master plan was approved, 
until 1949. Even though the more 
recent buildings on the still grow- 
ing campus were not directly under 
his supervision, he may take satisfac- 
tion in knowing that his general 


The Charles B. Hood House Infirmary, built in 1933, stands back from Durham’s main 
5 к У street оп an expanse of lawn. With the emergency entrance and the clinic in the wing 
plans for development are still being (right), the lower floor of the main part aj the house has an entrance lobby and a quiet 


followed. living room which help provide a home-like atmosphere. 


In addition to being College Ar- 
chitect, Huddleston also was profes- 
sor of Architecture, head of the de- 
partment in a four-year curriculum 
in Architecture which ran success- 
fully from 1918 until 1944. It is well 
known among New Hampshire’s 


architects that during those years 
one hundred and thirty men and 


On Alumni Day in 1963, the Commons was renamed Huddleston Hall. Standing left 
to right by the plaque are University President John W. McConnell, Mrs. Huddleston, 
and “Hud.” 
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women earned architectural degrees 
at the University of New Hamp- 
shire; eighteen became owners of 
architectural firms in this state. Of 
the remaining, five own architectural 
firms in other states; fifteen are in 
architectural offices throughout the 
state; and, twenty-six are in archi- 
tectural offices outside the state. The 


curriculum passed out of existence 
during World War II because of the 
loss of men students to the military 
and was never revived because the 
curriculum was not covered by the 


G. I. Bill. 


During the war years, Huddleston 
organized another course of study, 
the building construction and mar- 
keting curriculum, designed for 
students not necessarily interested 
in architecture per se. As he phrases 
it, the course taught the “science, 
not the art" of architecture. 


Not busy enough with these ex- 
hausting activities, Huddleston also 
contributed to the scholarship of 
architecture — both for the educator 
and for the architect in the field. 
Тһе first appeared in The American 
Architect ( CXVIII, 2332; September 
l 1920, pp. 287-290). It was a pro- 
posal for the wider institution of 
state departments of architecture 
which included recommendations 
for their duties. The idea was to im- 
prove architectural training. 

In 1933, he authored The Huddle- 
ston Plan, a proposal to eliminate 
"peddling and chiseling" in contract 
bidding procedure. The plan, which 

(Text continued on Page 29) 
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i | R. E. BEAN CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
112 


Industrial — Commercial — Institutional 


25 ROXBURY STREET, KEENE, N.H. — TEL. 352-1774 


EW building materials have become so 
closely identified with a single phase of 
architecture as split block has been to new 
shopping centers across the country. The en- 
thusiasm for concrete split block by architects 


and developers has become almost legendary. 


Split block is undoubtedly one of the most 
unique and versatile masonry products to come 
their way — significantly, at a time when new 
sophistication and ambition were evolving in 


shopping center development. 


DURACRETE 
BLOCK CO.. INC. 


MANCHESTER, М. H. 
MANUFACTURERS OF CEMENT AND CINDER BLOCKS 


Huddleston 

(Continued from Page 27) 
received national recognition, was 
used as the basis for pertinent state 
law in Massachusetts. 

Huddleston was also associated 
with I. W. Hersey Associates from 
1935 until the mid fifties. Hersey 
had originally been а student of 
Huddleston’s at the University. 
When, during the depression, Hud- 
dleston became New Hampshire's 
director of the Historic American 
Building Survey — a useful federal 
project, but one which had obvi- 
ously been instituted to help starv- 


ing architects — Hersey came to 
work with him. Later, established 


in their firm in Durham, they de- 
J. R. Langley Co., Inc. 


signed various public buildings and 
schools throughout the state. Many 
"COMPLETE WINDOW COVERAGE" 
COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRY - INSTITUTIONS- HOMES 


Tit⸗morris Plumbing & Heating Co., Ine. 


Automatic Fire Protection Equipment, 


Plumbing & Heating Contracting & Engineering 


WHITEFIELD % 837-2503 * NEW HAMPSHIRE 


PLUMBING, HEATING & VENTILATING 
FOR THE U.S. FEDERAL & POST OFFICE BUILDING, BERLIN, N.H. 


of their structures were recognizable 
| by the colonial cupola atop them 
— one of their trademarks. (As a 
matter of fact, had it not been for 
lack of funds, Huddleston Hall 
would have a cupola.) If one could 


say that half of the University's draperies made to shades -venetian blinds 
buildings were Huddleston's, one specifications Stock -custom made 
(Continued on Page 31) decorative fabrics -linings venishades-decorative woven wood 
fireproofed - etc. drapery hardware #accessories 


measured-manufactured -installed 


DERRYFIELD 
SUPPLY CO., INC. 


The J. & R. Langley Co., Inc. is located in Manchester, N. H. 


at 169 South Main Street — Dial 603-622-9853 


DISTRIBUTORS OF 
FINE PLUMBING 
& 
HEATING SUPPLIES 


Industrial Insulation Contractors 


KOHLER 
PLUMBING FIXTURES 
NATIONAL — U. S. HEATING 
PRODUCTS 
NATIONAL DISPOSAL UNITS 
CARLIN OIL BURNERS 

GAS & ELECTRIC 
WATER HEATERS 
- VALVES - FITTINGS 


GRANITE ? INSULATION 
STATE y СО., INC. 


8 LAVISTA STREET MANCHESTER, N. H. TEL. 624-1726 


Heating and Air Conditioning Insulation 


PIPE 
at Hampshire Chemical Plant in Nashua, N. H. 


Pipe Insulation at the Hall of Flags — Capitol Building, Concord, N. H. 
GRANITE AND FRANKLIN STS. 
MANCHESTER, N. H. 

Tel. 624-4079 


Plumbing and Heating Insulation — Sunset Heights School, Nashua, N. H. 
Architect: Carter and Woodruff 
Engineer: Frederick J. Turner 
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CONSTRUCTION SPECIALTIES 


REPRESENTING LEADING MANUFACTURERS 
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COMPLETE MASTER KEY SERVICE 
Supplying the better 


Current & Recent 


Installations: 


JORDAN MARSH COMPANY 


Bedford, New Hampshire 


B. B. CHEMICAL DIVISION 
OF UNITED SHOE 
MACHINE CO,, INC, 

Middleton, Massachusetts 


DEXTER SHOE СО. 
Milo, Maine 


% Schools * Institutions 


Industrial buildings in New Hampshire 
Warehouse Stock Pressed Steel Frames for 4”, 6”, 8” Block Wall 
CRAFTSMEN, INC. 

Powers Street Tel. 673-2707 Milford, N. H. 


CITY SAVINGS BANK 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 


TIMBERLANE 
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Huddleston 


could lay the same claim about the 
downtown section of Durham. The 
Gorman Block and the former Dur- 
ham Office Block were both of his 
design. 

Even this does not end the list of 
Huddleston’s services to the state. 
In 1928, he initiated the New Hamp- 
shire Society of Architects and be- 
came its first president. Later, in 
1948, he secured the charter to give 
New Hampshire its chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. 
Fittingly, he became its first presi- 
dent, also. 

It hardly seemed amiss that in 
1953, at their convention in Seattle, 
Washington, the A.LA., in recogni- 
tion for his public service, elected 
Eric T. Huddleston to its College 
of Fellows. He became, thereby, 
New Hampshire's first Fellow, and 
remains, to date, the only Fellow 
elected from this state. 

Perhaps even more vividly than 
the Seattle convention, Huddleston 
recalls the convention of the follow- 
ing year. After travelling cross- 
country the year before, in 1954 the 
convention was held in Boston. For 
the occasion a special issue of the 
New Hampshire Architect was pub- 
lished as a welcome to the delegates. 
Huddleston was worrying his way 
through the hotel where the con- 
vention was being held (looking for 
some lost copies of the magazine), 
when a familiar voice called, “Неу, 
Най!” It was Schenk of Dayton who 
had been elected a Fellow that year. 
Huddleston had the honor of placing 
the medal around his friend and 
former boss's neck. 

By 1952, unfortunately, Huddles- 
ton's eyesight began to fail. He had 
retired as supervising architect at 
the University in 1949. In 1953 he 
discontinued his administrative du- 
ties as well. Even so, he remained as 
a member of the teaching faculty 
and continued on the Campus Plan- 
ning Board until his retirement as 
Professor Emeritus in 1958. He 
maintained an office in the Univer- 
sitys Kingsbury Hall until this year 
when, at 79, he and Mabel, his wife 
of 53 years, moved to Lancaster for 
a true and well-deserved retirement. 
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Lee Speech (From Page 11) 
was to eliminate slums and blight. 
No mention was made of design. 
“In the early days we had little 
to sell but a vision, and at that time 
investors wanted more than a vision. 
Our years of hard work have re- 
sulted in a competition among de- 


SPAULDING BRICK 


velopers for land. We can demand 
good design, for if a developer does 
not meet requirements there 
is another waiting who will. 

"Now can boast of significant 
buildings, scattered throughout the 
City. The list of architects 
works grace our skyline reads like 


our 
we 


whose 


CO, INC. 


Distributors of Brick and Structural Tile 
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1933 


120 MIDDLESEX AVENUE, SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
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Iac. 


P. О. BOX 132 

WINTER HILL STATION 
BOSTON 45, MASSACHUSETTS 
MOnument 6-3200 


of Structural Clay Products 


honor roll of the most distin 
guished designers of our time. 

“Yale, of course, has joined in 
this crusade — indeed, perhaps, 
began it. Sometimes it has been 
difficult to ascertain who started all 
this talk of a gallery of great archi- 
tecture in such a little community as 
New Haven. But the truth is that 
the City and Yale, together, are 
clients for some of the most distin- 
guished buildings in America. 

“But no single building and no 
group of buildings — however mag- 
nificent they may be — can make a 
city beautiful. The buildings are 
enormously important, to be sure. 
But more important is the overall 
planning and design of the entire 
city. 

"The plain fact is that good archi- 
tecture is dispensable in our cities. 
In economic terms and in political 
terms, it can be a serious liability. 
Most politicians know this intui- 
tively and too often they do noth- 
ing to change it. Few architects 
understand it at all, and their pedan- 
tic behavior only serves to widen 


an 


SPECIALIZING IN INTERIOR OFFICEAND 


APARTMENT НІ - RISE PARTITIONING. 


CALL ON US FOR COMPLETE 


PARTITIONING, 
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FIRE RATING 
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Interior Partitioning Contractors for the 
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the gap between the political and 
architectural professions. 

“The task of rebuilding a city is 
essentially different and broader in 
scope than the task of the archi- 
tect. Yet the talent of the architect 
must be applied to key points in 
the development process, the most 
obvious, perhaps, being public con- 
struction. 

“Great buildings require both a 
fine architect and a good client. It 
is an unfortunate, but inescapable, 
fact that relatively few public clients 
in this century have demonstrated 
sensitivity or concern in matters of 
architecture. And the term “Public 
Client” refers not alone to the civil 
servant, or the administrator of a 
project, but as well to top govern- 
ment officials, leading citizens and 
the public at large, with whom lies 
the ultimate responsibility, 

“And on the side of the architects, 
there has been either a correspond- 
ing lack of taste or, worse, a lack 
of courage. The architect assumes 
pedestrian tastes in his client and 
designs to suit them. Or for fear of 
losing а commission, he is willing 
to direct his client away from an 
architectural opinion which is held 
only casually or based on sheer 
ignorance. 

"On the public side, the answer to 
the problem is two-fold, with both 
responsibilities falling upon the chief 
executive. 

"The first is leadership. Тһе 
Mayor must create the climate in 
which great architecture can grow. 
He must educate and inspire, for his 
is the ultimate responsibility for 
shaping the civic environment and 
imposing upon it a stamp that will 
remain for fifty years or more. And 
through it all, he can continue his 
efforts only if he somehow manages 
to be re-elected every two or four 
years. 

"Second, the Mayor must mold a 
staff which is capable of recogniz- 
ing or originating creative solutions 
in the entire area of civic design. 
This staff must have the ability to 
work with top architects, to chal- 
lenge them, to write a sound pro- 
gram, and to defend a distinguished 
design against the combined forces 
of false economy, disgruntled politi- 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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(Continued from Page 33) 
cians and entrenched bureaucrats. 
“It should not come as a great sur- 
prise to anyone that these same two 
factors of public leadership can have 
a major impact on private architec- 
ture in a community. 
“Over the years, a substantial seg- 
ment of private industry has served 
as patron and sponsor of great 


architecture. 

*Other segments of the private 
economy have not performed as 
well. And yet, we have found that 
with public leadership, with care- 
ful timing and by laying the proper 
foundations, private construction 
can make a genuine and significant 
contribution to the design of a city. 

Mayor Lee concluded “In answer 
to the question "Who Designs 
Cities?" I would submit that we all 
do. Design is not the private domain 
of the architect — nor is it foreign 
to the politician, the businessman 
or the citizen. No one person or 
group can design a city. All must 
work together. Each group must 
listen to and learn from the others. 

“Some have said that the City i 
becoming obsolete and should be 
abandoned. These people also argue| 
that rebuilding cities is a waste of 
time and resources. | disagree. For 
while the function and structure of 
cities may be changing it is still a 
fact that cities are the dwelling 
place of people, the market place 


РА 


of commerce, and the stage for art. 
We cannot abandon our cities for 
they are now, and will be for 
another century or more, the highest 
and most complex physical expres 
sion of civilization. We must build 
and rebuild cities to create an en 
vironment which offers variety, op 
portunity and beauty. 

“When architects or philosophers 
or economists condemn the City 
and predict its decline what are 
they really saying? I think they are 
saying that many cities nee “а drastic 
and complete renewal and rebuild. 
ing in order to express Twentieth 
Century ideals and desires. 

"The world grows smaller each 
day and men everywhere turn t 
cities for the fulfillment of thei 
hopes and their dreams. All of u 
who are interested in cities are, in : 
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sense, artists and designers. And bes 


city of man is the realm of pure 
beauty, of heroic visions and glimp- 
ses of perfection. 

"Wordsworth in his poetry de- 
scribed the artists responsibility. His 
words, for me, apply not only to the 
artist, but, as well, to the politician, 
the architect and all persons inter- 
ested in the life and the soul of a 
city. Wordsworth wrote: 

"High is our calling, Friend! — 
Creative Art... 

Demands the service of a mind and 
heart, 

Though sensitive, yet, in their weak- 
est part 

Heroically fashioned . . . 


Pre-Stressed 
Concrete Discussed 
At А.С.І. Meeting 


ROBLEMS of the pre-stressed 
concrete industry were discussed 
at a recent meeting of the New 
England Chapter of the American 
Cement Institute held in Manchester. 
Of particular interest to architects 
were comments by Adelard Roy, 
President of San Val Corp., Little- 
ton, Mass., who presented some new 
(to architects but not to the pre- 
stressed concrete industry) aspects 
of the "tight money" situation. 
According to Roy, as much as 
eighty-five percent of the company's 
cash outlay in work completed is 
usually in the yard before twenty- 
five percent of the customer's pay- 
ment is due. As an example of a 
situation which can arise, he said 
that he has had three complete 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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(Continued from Page 35) 
bridges sitting in his yard for several 


vears waiting to be placed on a new 
4 <, 2, highway. He indicated that site 
e problems have held up the work and 


the bridges have not yet been needed 


C although they were ordered and 
Cm pany eventually will be used. 
To help eliminate this situation, 


Roy suggested that architects make 
greater use of the A.LA. contract 


KIEWIT COMPUTATION CENTER clause which makes provision for 
at Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H. pre-payment to specified sub-con- 
tractors. 


NATIONAL BANK OF LEBANON — Also speaking at the meeting were 
WEST LEBANON BRANCH Harold Wescott, President of Struc- 


in West Lebanon, N. H. tural Concrete, Laconia, N.H. and 
Robert Curtis, General Manager of 


ADDITIONS TO THE JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL Blakeslee Prestress, New Haven, 


in Hanover, N. H. Connecticut. 
Wescott urged a closer collabora- 


tion between architects and con- 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS tractors before the bidding in order 
to prepare specific and accurate de- 

SUPPLIES AND FIXTURES tails regarding the pre-stressed work. 
In order to prepare a realistic budg- 

3 ALLEN Sf. HANOVER, NH. 603/643-3508 et, Wescott said, it must be realized, 
for proper sub-contractor bidding, 
that there is a great difference in 
price for standard and non-standard 
items. He explained that standard 
or commonly used sizes could mean 


Memo to Architects ... increased budget savings, but he 


cautioned that what may be stand- 


“NASHUA’S MOST PROGRESSIVE ard in New Hampshire might not 
BUILDING MATERIALS CENTER” be elsewhere and this is where pre- 

bidding details should be clarified. 

Now Manufactures 2 Complete Lines of Roof Trusses. Additional expense might be real- 
Both are FHA and VA Accepted! ized for standard items, if the con- 
nections are difficult, he concluded. 
Robert Curtis discussed the need 


FABRICATED IN CHAGNON’S TRUSS SHOP TO YOUR for ME ton d = 

cited the recent publication of plan 

SPECIFICATIONS! specifications for pre-stressers as a 

THE POW-R LOCK TRUSS forward step. The booklet, he ex- 

Ы plained, sets standards for plant 

operations and quality control and 

should insure consistently better pro- 

THE H-BRACE ROOF TRUSS duction. He also presented the idea 

of pre-filed sub-bids, a system where- 

by contracts for foundation or site 

work could be awarded even before 

the general contractor is chosen. The 

system, he predicted, could save 

valuable time on total construction 

and is already in use in many areas 
of the country. 

The meeting was hosted by Arthur 


LUMBER 
Rose, Manager of Albert Goldbery 


COMMERCIAL STREET NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE wr cl reque 
: and Associates, Manchester and 


Dial 883-7776 — or write to Box 576 for Brochure Boston. 


а 


For Residential & Light Constructions — with Spans to 32“ 
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YMCA (Continued from Page 23) 
basement, On this level, underneath 
the diving area at the deep end of 
the pool, is the complex $40,000 
water filtration plant. Indicative of 
the careful use of space, the long 
narrow strip which runs underneath 
the shallow end of the pool serves 
as an archery and pistol range. The 
sub-basement also includes a gen- 
eral exercise room. 

The remaining two levels in the 
addition, the second and third floors, 
comprise the gymnasium. Measuring 
104'x60', the gym floor, composed of 
pre-stressed concrete plank overlaid 
with wood, has been spaced and 
measured to accommodate many in- 
door sports. Metal inserts, which lie 
flush when not in use, have been 
placed in the floor to anchor nets 
needed for such sports as volleyball 
апа badminton. Altogether, there 
are four badminton courts. Besides 
its regulation-sized basketball court, 
the gym has backboards set up at 
semi-court. Four handball back- 
stops composed of cement plaster 
line the end walls. Like the pool, the 
gymnasium also has separate еп- 
trances for each group. Private stair- 
ways lead from the different locker 
rooms up to the gym. 

Not least among the advantages 
to the present arrangement of facili- 
ties is that it allows for centraliza- 
tion of heating and plumbing utili- 
ties. All major pipe ducts for the 
forced warm air and cool air venti- 
lation system and for the plumbing 
system run through the small space 
between the old and new parts of 
the building. Showers for the vari- 
ous groups which use the pool and 
gym all line or come near the inside 
walls of the addition; showers and 
toilets for residents, on the second 
and third floors of the old building, 
have been placed directly opposite, 
also along the inside wall. 

Within the older part of the 
YMCA, not only the shapes and 
sizes of rooms, but the general decor 
has been changed. As in the addi- 
tion, walls along the corridors and 
stairwells are of painted concrete 
block, but throughout the office, the 
social, and the residential areas, 
walls and columns are natural cherry 
prefinished plywood; the floors, 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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YMCA (Continued from Page 37) 

vinyl asbestos tile. Although the 
building is virtually fireproof, the 
fire-resisting ceiling panels аге 
amply punctuated with heads for 


PLUMBING, HEATING & VENTILATING — the sprinkler system. 
On the second floor, the large 
SWIMMING POOL EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION functionless rooms were all redi- 
vided and converted into 17 apart- 
in the ments. As with other YMCA groups, 
the residents must have completely 
CONCORD, N.H. Y.M.C.A. separate facilities. Not only do they 
have separate showers and toilets, 
by but they have a separate entrance 


as well While most groups enter 
MITCHELL & HICKS CO., INC, | the building from the main entrance 
in the newer part and go either up- 
stairs or downstairs to their locker 
rooms, the residents enter from the 
south into the older part of the 
building and use a separate stairway 
to their apartments, The stairway 
continues to the third floor, where 
there аге 14 more residence units. 

Since the YMCA now had a new 
gymnasium, one of Perreton's major 
spatial problems was to make use 
of the old, two-story, windowless 
gym. Part of it was left virtually in- 
tact and simply walled in to make 
a squash court. The rest of it, how- 
ever, had to be redivided. Fortu- 
ROCHESTER, N.H. nately, the walls on all four sides 
were 12-inch solid brick. The archi- 
tect was thus able to span the gym- 
nasium with a 40-foot steel beam 
and run bar joists across from wall 
to wall to form two floors. He also 
cut windows into the first floor level, 
which was not separated into small 
compartments; rather, most of it was 
Concord, N.H., Y.M.C.A. left open as an all-purpose room 
with direct access to a small service 
kitchen. The second flooor of the 


62 HALL STREET CONCORD, N. H. P.O. BOX 453 TEL. 603 225-2771 
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BUILDING 
MATERIALS 


COMPLETE SERVICE SINCE 1904 ELECTRICAL old gymnasium was partitioned and 
4p now includes eight of the buildings 
INSTALLATION residence rooms and a meeting room 


for the YMCA directors. 

Over all, Perreton's primary task 
by was to minimize the complexities 
created by the YMCA's control and 
circulation standards. In other 
words, he had to divide the activities 
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CONCORD 
LUMBER CO. 


Concord, N.H. 


Millwork Sub-Contractors 
for Concord Y.M.C.A. 


CAPITOL ELECTRIC 
COMPANY and the groups and yet coordinate 
them, to insure easy traffic flow and 

adequate direction. Even with this 
segregation, the number of control 
225-5198 centers needed to operate the "Y" 
is surprisingly few. In the basement, 
for example, the control desk is cen- 


CONCORD, N.H. 
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trally located to have access to the 
boys’ locker room and still have a 
full view of the youth lobby and 
game room and the health center. 
The central control desk on the first 
floor manages both the main lobby 
complex, with its meeting area and 
lounge, and the entrances to the 
men’s, women's and health club’s 
lockers and shower rooms. The 
gymnasium and pool, of course, each 
has its own instructor who manages 
activities there. 

If the appearance of the building's 
exterior is harmonious, the arrange- 
ment of the interior also provides a 
study in harmony — a study in the 
coalescence of diverse activities 
within a small space. Moreover, the 
architect has shown what may be 
done with an old building too useful 
and too expensive to demolish, but 
ıot satisfactory enough to be left | 
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unchanged. Completed in Septem- 
ber, 1966, Concord's $807,000 YMCA 


has already increased its member- 
ship. 
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